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Accountability in Education?

“In the past year, California has delayed the day of reckoning for thousands of students who are
either not being taught, or are not learning a basic math skill that the state has deemed necessary
for a high school diploma.  Social promotion is bad for both the students who need more attention,
and for their peers who pass tests and complete required courses in order to receive the same
degree. The goal of education is not to make people feel good, it is to stimulate students
intellectually and prepare these students to be successful in a  competitive 21st century workforce.”   

- Senator Chuck Poochigian

California schools have been improving, but on the whole, we still lag far behind other states. According to the
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), while improving, California ranks well below the national
average in eighth grade mathematics scores (see graph below).

           Source: NAEP                    Source:CSU
In 2002, almost 40 percent of first-time freshman attending a California State University (CSU) required remedial
math courses consisting of beginning and intermediate algebra. This number is still far higher than it should be, but
has declined significantly since 2000, the year the law requiring Algebra I as a high school graduation requirement
was signed (see graph above).

The State Board has made it clear to local school districts that they do not intend to consider consent waivers for
the algebra requirement in the future, and that schools are required to notify the students and parents of 2005 of
the Algebra I graduation requirement.

“We must strive for higher achievement in our education system. We fail our students if we
continue to allow them to graduate from high school without the ability to pass basic math.  Some
districts have far exceeded the algebra requirement – requiring geometry and higher levels of math
– acknowledging the importance of a mathematical foundation to a student’s vocational success
and higher education aspirations. If California is to remain at the forefront of innovation and
technology, we must ensure that the diplomas we give to our children represent a first-class
education.”                                                       - Senator Chuck Poochigian

CONTACT INFORMATION
Senator Poochigian's website can be found by visiting: http://republican.sen.ca.gov/web/14. 
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